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obstruct the streets, many of which were widened
and ma<le more regular. Henceforth no houses
were to be built with overhanging stories. The
pavement was improved, and although the habit of
emptying noisome water from the windows of the
upper stories into the streets continued till this cen-
tury to expose those who passed by to the danger
of a foul shower-bath, attempts were made to pre-
vent accumulations of filth and refuse in streets and
public places. Numerous fountains supplied abun-
dant and tolerably pure water. For the mis-called
sanitary arrangements of modern times did not as
yet pollute springs and river.

Since the death of Henry II. the old Palace of
the Tburnellcs surrounded by spacious gardens had
been abandoned to decay. On this site Henry laid
out the Place Royal surrounded by excellent stone
houses, built partly by himself, partly by individuals
to whom the land was sold at a nominal price on
condition of their following the plans of the royal
architects. His letters-patent declare that he in-
tended the wide open space not only to be used for
tournaments and other martial exercises but more
especially to be a recreation ground for the inhabi-
tants of the crowded suburb of St. Antoine.

Quays were erected to raise the banks of the river
and to prevent floods. The Pont Ncuf was completed
and connected the Place Dauphine, the centre of
the trade of Paris, with the Rue Dauphine, which
extended in a straight line, and with a breadth of
thirty-six feet from the riverside to the Porte de
Bussy.